
COLLECT 

THE SIXTH SUNDAY OF EASTER 

 FIRST READING:     Acts 11:19-30 

O God, who hast prepared for those who love thee such good things as pass 
man’s understanding: Pour into our hearts such love toward thee, that we, 
loving thee in all things and above all things, may obtain thy promises, which 
exceed all that we can desire; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and 
reigneth with thee and the Holy Spirit, one God, for ever and ever. Amen. 

Psalm 33:1-8, 18-22 

1 Rejoice in the LORD, you 
righteous; * it is good for the       
just to sing praises. 

 
2 Praise the LORD with the harp; * 

play to him upon the psaltery      
and lyre. 

 
3 Sing for him a new song; * sound    

a fanfare with all your skill upon 
the trumpet. 

 
4 For the word of the LORD              

is right,* and all his works           
are sure. 

5 He loves righteousness and justice; * 
the loving-kindness of the LORD 
fills the whole earth. 

 
6 By the word of the LORD were    

the heavens made, * by the breath   
of his mouth all the heavenly hosts. 

 
7 He gathers up the waters of the 

ocean as in a water-skin * and  
stores up the depths of the sea. 

Now those who were scattered be-
cause of the persecution that took 
place over Stephen traveled as far as 
Phoenicia, Cyprus, and Antioch, and 
they spoke the word to no one except 
Jews. But among them were some 
men of Cyprus and Cyrene who,      
on coming to Antioch, spoke to      
the Hellenists also, proclaiming the   
Lord Jesus. The hand of the Lord  
was with them, and a great number 
became believers and turned to the 
Lord. News of this came to the ears 
of the church in Jerusalem, and they 
sent Barnabas to Antioch. When he 
came and saw the grace of God, he 
rejoiced, and he exhorted them all    
to remain faithful to the Lord with 
steadfast devotion; for he was a good 
man, full of the Holy Spirit and of 

8 Let all the earth fear the LORD; * 
let all who dwell in the world  
stand in awe of him.  

faith. And a great many people were 
brought to the Lord. Then Barnabas 
went to Tarsus to look for Saul, and 
when he had found him, he brought 
him to Antioch. So it was that for an 
entire year they met with the church 
and taught a great many people, and 
it was in Antioch that the disciples 
were first called "Christians." At   
that time prophets came down from 
Jerusalem to Antioch. One of them 
named Agabus stood up and predict-
ed by the Spirit that there would be   
a severe famine over all the world; 
and this took place during the reign 
of Claudius. The disciples determined 
that according to their ability, each 
would send relief to the believers 
living in Judea; this they did, sending 
it to the elders by Barnabas and Saul. 



GOSPEL:      John 15:9-17 

SECOND READING:     1 John 4:7-21 

18 Behold, the eye of the LORD is 
upon those who fear him, * on 
those who wait upon his love, 

19 To pluck their lives from death, * 
and to feed them in time of famine. 

20 Our soul waits for the LORD; *   
he is our help and our shield. 

21 Indeed, our heart rejoices in        
him, * for in his holy Name            
we put our trust. 

22 Let your loving-kindness,               
O LORD, be upon us, *                  
as we have put our trust in you.  

Beloved, let us love one another, be-
cause love is from God; everyone who 
loves is born of God and knows God. 
Whoever does not love does not know 
God, for God is love. God's love was 
revealed among us in this way: God 
sent his only Son into the world so 
that we might live through him. In  
this is love, not that we loved God    
but that he loved us and sent his      
Son to be the atoning sacrifice for 
our sins. Beloved, since God loved 
us so much, we also ought to love one 
another. No one has ever seen God; if 
we love one another, God lives in us, 
and his love is perfected in us. By   
this we know that we abide in him and 
he in us, because he has given us of 
his Spirit. And we have seen and do 
testify that the Father has sent his Son 
as the Savior of the world. God abides 
in those who confess that Jesus is the 

Son of God, and they abide in God. So 
we have known and believe the love 
that God has for us. God is love, and 
those who abide in love abide in God, 
and God abides in them. Love has 
been perfected among us in this: that 
we may have boldness on the day of 
judgment, because as he is, so are we 
in this world. There is no fear in love, 
but perfect love casts out fear; for  
fear has to do with punishment, 
and whoever fears has not reached 
perfection in love. We love because 
he first loved us. Those who say, "I 
love God," and hate their brothers     
or sisters, are liars; for those who do     
not love a brother or sister whom   
they have seen, cannot love God 
whom they have not seen. The         
commandment we have from him is 
this: those who love God must love 
their brothers and sisters also. 

Jesus said to his disciples, "As the 
Father has loved me, so I have loved 
you; abide in my love. If you keep 
my commandments, you will abide  
in my love, just as I have kept my 
Father's commandments and abide in 
his love. I have said these things to 
you so that my joy may be in you, 
and that your joy may be complete. 
"This is my commandment, that you 
love one another as I have loved you. 
No one has greater love than this,     
to lay down one's life for one's 
friends. You are my friends if you 

do what I command you. I do not 
call you servants any longer, because 
the servant does not know what the 
master is doing; but I have called  
you friends, because I have made 
known to you everything that I have 
heard from my Father. You did not 
choose me but I chose you. And I 
appointed you to go and bear fruit, 
fruit that will last, so that the 
Father will give you whatever you 
ask him in my name. I am giving 
you these commands so that you may 
love one another." 
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