EASTER DAY

Almighty God, who through thine only-begotten Son Jesus Christ hast
overcome death and opened unto us the gate of everlasting life: Grant
that we, who celebrate with joy the day of the Lord's resurrection, may
be raised from the death of sin by thy life-giving Spirit; through the
same Jesus Christ our Lord, who liveth and reigneth with thee and the
same Spirit ever, one God, world without end. Amen.

At that time, says the LORD, I
will be the God of all the fami-
lies of Israel, and they shall be
my people. Thus says the LORD:
The people who survived the
sword found grace in the wilder-
ness; when Israel sought for rest,
the LORD appeared to him from
far away. | have loved you with
an everlasting love; therefore |
have continued my faithfulness
to you. Again | will build you,

Jeremiah 31:1-6

and you shall be built, O virgin
Israel! Again you shall take your
tambourines, and go forth in the
dance of the merrymakers. Again
you shall plant vineyards on the
mountains of Samaria; the plant-
ers shall plant, and shall enjoy the
fruit. For there shall be a day
when sentinels will call in the hill
country of Ephraim: “Come, let
us go up to Zion, to the LORD
our God.”

Psalm 118:14-17, 22-24

14 The LORD is my strength
and my song, * and he has
become my salvation.

15 There is a sound of

exultation and victory * in

the tents of the righteous:

16 "The right hand of the

LORD has triumphed! * the

right hand of the LORD is

exalted! the right hand of the

LORD has triumphed!"

17 I shall not die, but live, *
and declare the works of
the LORD.

22 The same stone which the

builders rejected * has

become the chief cornerstone.

23 This is the LORD'S doing, *

and it is marvelous in our

eyes.

24 On this day the LORD has

acted; * we will rejoice and

be glad in it.



Then Peter began to speak to
them: "l truly understand that
God shows no partiality, but in
every nation anyone who fears
him and does what is right is
acceptable to him. You know the
message he sent to the people of
Israel, preaching peace by Jesus
Christ--he is Lord of all. That
message spread throughout
Judea, beginning in Galilee after
the baptism that John announced:
how God anointed Jesus of
Nazareth with the Holy Spirit
and with power; how he went
about doing good and healing all
who were oppressed by the devil,
for God was with him.

After the sabbath, as the first day
of the week was dawning, Mary
Magdalene and the other Mary
went to see the tomb. And
suddenly there was a great
earthquake; for an angel of the
Lord, descending from heaven,
came and rolled back the stone
and sat on it. His appearance was
like lightning, and his clothing
white as snow. For fear of him
the guards shook and became like
dead men. But the angel said to
the women, "Do not be afraid; |
know that you are looking for
Jesus who was crucified. He is
not here; for he has been raised,

Acts 10:34-43

We are witnesses to all that he
did both in Judea and in Jerusa-
lem. They put him to death by
hanging him on a tree; but God
raised him on the third day and
allowed him to appear, not to all
the people but to us who were
chosen by God as witnesses, and
who ate and drank with him after
he rose from the dead. He
commanded us to preach to the
people and to testify that he is the
one ordained by God as judge of
the living and the dead. All the
prophets testify about him that
everyone who believes in him
receives forgiveness of sins
through his name."

Matthew 28:1-10

as he said. Come, see the place
where he lay. Then go quickly
and tell his disciples, "He has
been raised from the dead, and
indeed he is going ahead of you
to Galilee; there you will see
him." This is my message for
you." So they left the tomb
quickly with fear and great joy,
and ran to tell his disciples.
Suddenly Jesus met them and
said, "Greetings!" And they came
to him, took hold of his feet, and
worshiped him. Then Jesus said
to them, "Do not be afraid; go
and tell my brothers to go to
Galilee; there they will see me.”
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