|| FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of thy people: Grant that when
we hear his voice we may know him who calleth us each by name, and follow
where he doth lead; who, with thee and the Holy Spirit, liveth and reigneth,

one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

Now during those days, when the
disciples were increasing in number,
the Hellenists complained against the
Hebrews because their widows were
being neglected in the daily distribu-
tion of food. And the twelve called
together the whole community of the
disciples and said, "It is not right that
we should neglect the word of God in
order to wait on tables. Therefore,
friends, select from among yourselves
seven men of good standing, full of
the Spirit and of wisdom, whom we
may appoint to this task, while we, for
our part, will devote ourselves to
prayer and to serving the word." What
they said pleased the whole community,
and they chose Stephen, a man full of
faith and the Holy Spirit, together with
Philip, Prochorus, Nicanor, Timon,
Parmenas, and Nicolaus, a proselyte of
Antioch. They had these men stand
before the apostles, who prayed and
laid their hands on them. The word of
God continued to spread; the number
of the disciples increased greatly in
Jerusalem, and a great many of the
priests became obedient to the faith.
Stephen, full of grace and power, did
great wonders and signs among the
people. Then some of those who
belonged to the synagogue of the
Freedmen (as it was called), Cyrenians,
Alexandrians, and others of those
from Cilicia and Asia, stood up and

Acts 6:1-9; 7:2a, 51-60

argued with Stephen. (And they
brought him before the council.)
And Stephen said: "You stiff-necked
people, uncircumcised in heart and
ears, you are forever opposing the
Holy Spirit, just as your ancestors
used to do. Which of the prophets
did your ancestors not persecute?
They killed those who foretold the
coming of the Righteous One, and
now you have become his betrayers
and murderers. You are the ones that
received the law as ordained by
angels, and yet you have not kept it."
When they heard these things, they
became enraged and ground their
teeth at Stephen. But filled with the
Holy Spirit, he gazed into heaven
and saw the glory of God and Jesus
standing at the right hand of God.
"Look," he said, "l see the heavens
opened and the Son of Man standing
at the right hand of God!" But they
covered their ears, and with a loud
shout all rushed together against
him. Then they dragged him out of
the city and began to stone him; and
the witnesses laid their coats at the
feet of a young man named Saul.
While they were stoning Stephen, he
prayed, "Lord Jesus, receive my
spirit.” Then he knelt down and
cried out in a loud voice, "Lord, do
not hold this sin against them.”
When he had said this, he died.



Psalm 23

1 The LORD is my shepherd; *
I shall not want.

2 He maketh me lie down in green
pastures; * and leadeth me beside
still waters.

3 He restoreth my soul: he leadeth
me in the paths of righteousness
for his name's sake.

It is a credit to you if, being aware of
God, you endure pain while suffer-
ing unjustly. If you endure when you
are beaten for doing wrong, what
credit is that? But if you endure
when you do right and suffer for it,
you have God's approval. For to this
you have been called, because Christ
also suffered for you, leaving you an
example, so that you should follow
in his steps. "He committed no sin,
and no deceit was found in his

Jesus said, "Very truly, I tell you,
anyone who does not enter the
sheepfold by the gate but climbs in
by another way is a thief and a
bandit. The one who enters by the
gate is the shepherd of the sheep.
The gatekeeper opens the gate for
him, and the sheep hear his voice.
He calls his own sheep by name and
leads them out. When he has brought
out all his own, he goes ahead of
them, and the sheep follow him
because they know his voice. They
will not follow a stranger, but they
will run from him because they do

4 Yea, though I walk through the

valley of the shadow of death, |
will fear no evil: for thou art with
me; thy rod and thy staff they com-
fort me.

5 Thou preparest a table before me in

the presence of mine enemies: thou
anointest my head with oil; my cup
runneth over.

Surely goodness and mercy shall
follow me all the days of my life:
and I will dwell in the house of the
LoRrbD for ever.

1 Peter 2:19-25

mouth." When he was abused, he
did not return abuse; when he suf-
fered, he did not threaten; but he
entrusted himself to the one who
judges justly. He himself bore our
sins in his body on the cross, so
that, free from sins, we might live
for righteousness; by his wounds
you have been healed. For you
were going astray like sheep, but
now you have returned to the shep-
herd and guardian of your souls.

John 10:1-10

not know the voice of strangers.”
Jesus used this figure of speech
with them, but they did not under-
stand what he was saying to them.
So again Jesus said to them, "Very
truly, 1 tell you, I am the gate for
the sheep. All who came before me
are thieves and bandits; but the
sheep did not listen to them. | am
the gate. Whoever enters by me will
be saved, and will come in and go
out and find pasture. The thief
comes only to steal and kill and
destroy. | came that they may have
life, and have it abundantly."”
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