
THE THIRD SUNDAY OF ADVENT 

 
For I am about to create new 

heavens and a new earth; the 

former things shall not be 

remembered or come to mind. But 

be glad and rejoice forever in 

what I am creating; for I am about 

to create Jerusalem as a joy, and 

its people as a delight. I will 

rejoice in Jerusalem, and delight 

in my people; no more shall the 

sound of weeping be heard in it, 

or the cry of distress. No more 

shall there be in it an infant that 

lives but a few days, or an old 

person who does not live out a 

lifetime; for one who dies at a 

hundred years will be considered a 

youth, and one who falls short of a 

hundred will be considered 

accursed. They shall build houses 

COLLECT 

Stir up thy power, O Lord, and with great might come among us; and, 

because we are sorely hindered by our sins, let thy bountiful grace and 

mercy speedily help and deliver us; through Jesus Christ our Lord, to 

whom, with thee and the Holy Ghost, be honor and glory, world without 

end. Amen. 

            FIRST READING:      Isaiah 65:17-25 

Psalm 126 

1 When the LORD restored the 

fortunes of Zion, * then were we 

like those who dream. 

2 Then was our mouth filled with 

laughter, * and our tongue with 

shouts of joy. 

and inhabit them; they shall plant 

vineyards and eat their fruit. They 

shall not build and another inhabit; 

they shall not plant and another 

eat; for like the days of a tree shall 

the days of my people be, and my 

chosen shall long enjoy the work 

of their hands. They shall not labor 

in vain, or bear children for 

calamity; for they shall be 

offspring blessed by the LORD-- 

and their descendants as well. 

Before they call I will answer, 

while they are yet speaking I will 

hear. The wolf and the lamb shall 

feed together, the lion shall eat 

straw like the ox; but the serpent-- 

its food shall be dust! They shall 

not hurt or destroy on all my holy 

mountain, says the LORD.  

3 Then they said among the 

nations, * "The LORD has done 

great things for them." 

4 The LORD has done great 

things for us, * and we are glad 

indeed. 



GOSPEL:       John 1:6-8,19-28 

SECOND READING:      1 Thessalonians 5:12-28 

We appeal to you, brothers and 

sisters, to respect those who labor 

among you, and have charge of you 

in the Lord and admonish you; 

esteem them very highly in love 

because of their work. Be at peace 

among yourselves. And we urge 

you, beloved, to admonish the 

idlers, encourage the faint hearted, 

help the weak, be patient with all of 

them. See that none of you repays 

evil for evil, but always seek to do 

good to one another and to all. 

Rejoice always, pray without 

ceasing, give thanks in all 

circumstances; for this is the will of 

God in Christ Jesus for you. Do not 

5 Restore our fortunes, O LORD,* 

like the watercourses of the Negev. 

6 Those who sowed with tears * 

will reap with songs of joy. 

7 Those who go out weeping, 

carrying the seed, * will come 

again with joy, shouldering their 

sheaves. 

quench the Spirit. Do not despise 

the words of prophets, but test 

everything; hold fast to what is 

good; abstain from every form of 

evil. May the God of peace himself 

sanctify you entirely; and may your 

spirit and soul and body be kept 

sound and blameless at the coming 

of our Lord Jesus Christ. The one 

who calls you is faithful, and he 

will do this. Beloved, pray for us. 

Greet all the brothers and sisters 

with a holy kiss. I solemnly 

command you by the Lord that this 

letter be read to all of them. The 

grace of our Lord Jesus Christ be 

with you. 

There was a man sent from God, 

whose name was John. He came as 

a witness to testify to the light, so 

that all might believe through him. 

He himself was not the light, but he 

came to testify to the light. This is 

the testimony given by John when 

the Jews sent priests and Levites 

from Jerusalem to ask him, "Who 

are you?" He confessed and did not 

deny it, but confessed, "I am not the 

Messiah." And they asked him, 

"What then? Are you Elijah?" He 

said, "I am not." "Are you the 

prophet?" He answered, "No." Then 

they said to him, "Who are you? Let 

us have an answer for those who 

sent us. What do you say about 

yourself?" He said, "I am the voice 

of one crying out in the wilderness, 

`Make straight the way of the 

Lord,'" as the prophet Isaiah said. 

Now they had been sent from the 

Pharisees. They asked him, "Why 

then are you baptizing if you are 

neither the Messiah, nor Elijah, nor 

the prophet?" John answered them, 

"I baptize with water. Among you 

stands one whom you do not know, 

the one who is coming after me; I 

am not worthy to untie the thong of 

his sandal." This took place in 

Bethany across the Jordan where 

John was baptizing. 
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