FOURTH SUNDAY OF EASTER

O God, whose Son Jesus is the good shepherd of thy people: Grant that
when we hear his voice we may know him who calleth us each by
name, and follow where he doth lead; who, with thee and the Holy
Spirit, liveth and reigneth, one God, for ever and ever. Amen.

When Paul and Barnabas came
to Antioch in Pisidia, they went
on the sabbath day into the
synagogue, and after the reading
of the law and the prophets,
the officials of the synagogue
sent them a message, saying,
"Brothers, if you have any word
of exhortation for the people,
give it." So Paul stood up and
with a gesture began to speak:
"You lIsraelites, and others who
fear God, listen. My brothers,
you descendants of Abraham's
family, and others who fear God,
to us the message of this salva-
tion has been sent. Because the
residents of Jerusalem and their
leaders did not recognize him
or understand the words of the
prophets that are read every
sabbath, they fulfilled those
words by condemning him. Even
though they found no cause for
a sentence of death, they asked
Pilate to have him killed. When
they had carried out everything
that was written about him, they
took him down from the tree
and laid him in a tomb. But God
raised him from the dead; and for

Acts 13:15-16, 26-39

many days he appeared to those
who came up with him from Gali-
lee to Jerusalem, and they are now
his witnesses to the people. And
we bring you the good news that
what God promised to our ancestors
he has fulfilled for us, their chil-
dren, by raising Jesus; as also it is
written in the second psalm,
"You are my Son; today | have
begotten you." As to his raising
him from the dead, no more to
return to corruption, he has spoken
in this way, "I will give you the
holy promises made to David.'
Therefore he has also said in an-
other psalm, “You will not let your
Holy One experience corruption.'
For David, after he had served the
purpose of God in his own gen-
eration, died, was laid beside his
ancestors, and experienced corrup-
tion; but he whom God raised up
experienced no corruption. Let it
be known to you therefore, my
brothers, that through this man
forgiveness of sins is proclaimed
to you; by this Jesus everyone who
believes is set free from all those
sins from which you could not be
freed by the law of Moses.



Psalm 100

1 Bejoyful inthe LORD, all you
lands; * serve the LORD with
gladness and come before his
presence with a song.

2 Know this: The LORD himself is
God; * he himself has made us,
and we are his; we are his people
and the sheep of his pasture.

After this | looked, and there was a
great multitude that no one could
count, from every nation, from all
tribes and peoples and languages,
standing before the throne and
before the Lamb, robed in white,
with palm branches in their hands.
They cried out in a loud voice,
saying, "Salvation belongs to our
God who is seated on the throne,
and to the Lamb!" And all the angels
stood around the throne and around
the elders and the four living
creatures, and they fell on their faces
before the throne and worshiped God,
singing, "Amen! Blessing and glory
and wisdom and thanksgiving and
honor and power and might be to our
God forever and ever! Amen." Then
one of the elders addressed me,

At that time the festival of the Dedi-
cation took place in Jerusalem. It
was winter, and Jesus was walking
in the temple, in the portico of Solo-
mon. So the Jews gathered around
him and said to him, "How long
will you keep us in suspense? If
you are the Messiah, tell us plainly.”
Jesus answered, "l have told you,
and you do not believe. The works
that 1 do in my

3 Enter his gates with thanksgiving;
go into his courts with praise; *
give thanks to him and call upon
his Name.

4 For the LORD is good; his mercy
is everlasting; * and his faithful
ness endures from age to age.

Revelation 7:9-17

saying, "Who are these, robed in white,
and where have they come from?"
I said to him, "Sir, you are the one that
knows." Then he said to me, "These
are they who have come out of the
great ordeal; they have washed their
robes and made them white in the
blood of the Lamb. For this reason
they are before the throne of God,
and worship him day and night within
his temple, and the one who is seated
on the throne will shelter them. They
will hunger no more, and thirst no
more; the sun will not strike them, nor
any scorching heat; for the Lamb at
the center of the throne will be their
shepherd, and he will guide them to
springs of the water of life, and God
will wipe away every tear from their
eyes."

John 10:22-30

Father's name testify to me; but you
do not believe, because you do not
belong to my sheep. My sheep hear
my voice. | know them, and they
follow me. I give them eternal life, and
they will never perish. No one will
snatch them out of my hand. What my
Father has given me is greater than all
else, and no one can snatch it out of the
Father's hand. The Father and | are
one."
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